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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER’S STATEMENT ON ISRAELI ATTACK ON 
ENTEBBE AIRPORT 

REP: COLOMBO 2411 

1. PRIME MINISTER SIRIMAVO BANDRRANAIKE JULY 7 ISSUED 

A STATEMENT CONDEMNING THE ISRAELI ATTACK ON ENTEBBE 
AIRPORT AND RECALLING SRI LANKA'S COMMITMENT TO THE ARAB 
CAUSE AND THE "NATIONAL RIGHTS OF PALESTINIAN PEOPLE." 

HER STATEMENT FOLLOWED BY ONE DAY SIMILAR BUT SOMEWHAT 
MILDER CONDEMNATION BY DEPUTY MINISTER OF DEFENSE AND 
FOREIGN AFFARIS LAKSHMAN JAYAKODY (REFTEL). 

2. TEXT OXAPM'S STATEMENT IS: QUOTE: THE GOVERNEMENT OP 
SRI LANKA EXPRESSES ITS CONDEMNATION OF THE ATTACK BY 
ISRAELI MILITARY FORCES ON ENTEBEE AIRPORT IN UGANDA. IT 
CONSIDERS THE ATTACK AN ACT OF AGRESSION AND A FLAGRANT 
VIOLATION OF THE SOVEREIGNTY OF UGANDA AND OTHER 
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NORMS OF CONDUCT BETWEEN NATIONS. THE GOVERNMENT FULLY 
ENDORSES THE POSITION TAKEN ON THIS MATTER BY AND 
EXPRESSES ITS SOLIDARITY WITH THE SUMMIT CONCERENCE 
OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF SRI LANKA HAS CONSISTENTENTLY SUPPORTED 
THE CAUSE OF THE ARABS AND THE NATIONAL RIGHTS OF THE 
PALAGTINE PEOPLE. IT WILL RESOLUTELY CONTINUE TO DO 
SO. IT WILL BE RECALLED THAT WHEN THE PRESENT GOVERN- 
MENT TOOK OFEICE IN 1970, ONE OF ITS FIRST ACTS WAS TO 
BREAK DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL. 

THE GOVERNMENT WISHES TO MAKE IT CLEAR AT THE SAME TIME 
THAT IT CONDEMNS ACTS OF AIR PIRACY OR THE HOLDING OF 
HOSTAGES EOR POLITICAL GAIN FRAUGHT AS THEY ARE WITH 
RISK TO INNOCENT HUMAN LIVES. 

IT IS THE EARNEST HOPE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF SRI LANKA 
THAT THE ACTION TAKEN BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
PARTICULARLY THE NON-ALIGNED WILL MAKE ISRAEL CONFORM 
TO THE NORMS OF INTERNATIONAL GOOD BEHAVIOUR. END QUOTE. 

3. COMMENT: NORMAL POLICY IS THAT DEPUTY MINISTER ISSUES 
GSL PRONOUNCEMENTS ON FOREIGN POLICY AS PM'S SPOKESMAN 
(PM IS ALSO MINISTER OF DEFENSE AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS). 

IT IS UNUYAAL FOR THE PRIMIE MINISTER TO SPEAK OUT IN 
A FORMAL STATEMENT, AFTER MDFA ANNOUNCEMENT. HER STATEMENT 
APPEARS TO REVERSE EMPHASIS OF JAYAKODY'S, WHICH LED OFF 
WITH CRITIKNSM OF HIJACKING. THE PM INSTEAD LEFT HER 
CONDEMNATION OF AIR PIRACY TO THE THIRD PARAGRAPH AND 
ENDED WITH HOPE THAT ISRAEL WOULD BE MADE TO CONFORM 
TO "NORMS OF INTERNATIONAL GOOD BEHAVIOUR." HER 
ISSUANCE OF A PERSONAL STATEMENT IS INDICATIVE OF HER 
STRONG FEELINGS ON THE MIDDLE EAST AND HER COMMITMENT TO 
THE ARAB POINT OF VIEW, AS EVIDENCED BY HER REFERENCE 
TO THE EARLY ACTION OF HER CURRENT ADMINISTRATION IN 
BREAKING RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL. SHE IS ALSO OBVIOUSLY 
THINKING OF HER IMAGE IN THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT ON 
THE EVE OE NEXT MONTH'S COLOMBO SUMMIT. 
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